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FADE IN:

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

A LONE FIGURE sits on the side of a bed, solitary in the 
darkness of night. After a moment of hesitation, it leans 
over and picks up an object from the bedside table. 
Slowly...slowly...the figure raises the object to its mouth. 
SUDDENLY, the lights flip on, revealing the figure to be 
ISAAC (97), about to drink from a GLASS OF WATER. He jumps, a 
deer in headlights.

REBEKAH
What are you doing?

ISAAC
Nothing! Nothing.

He tries to hide the glass, but, come on, you can’t just 
stealthily hide a big ol’ glass of water in your bedroom like 
that.

REBEKAH
Is that water?

ISAAC
...

REBEKAH
I thought we talked about this. I 
thought you were over this.

ISAAC
I’m allowed to have water. Everyone 
drinks water.

REBEKAH
Yes, but not everyone spent their 
early adulthood obsessed with the 
stuff. Talking about water every 
day, the different qualities, the 
subtle flavors. Honestly, Isaac. 
Sometimes it feels like you’re 
practically made out of water!

ISAAC
Actually...

REBEKAH
I just don’t want you to have 
another one of your “episodes”.



ISAAC
That was over 30 years ago. I’m 
fine. Look-

He walks over to the bathroom and pours the water down the 
sink.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
See? No problem. I’ll have some 
milk instead, how about that? Feel 
better now?

REBEKAH
Well...

ISAAC
Rebekah.

REBEKAH
I just think back to your father. 
You know how much I loved him, but 
he was such an...odd man, 
especially as he got older. He 
didn’t always seem altogether 
there. And those wells he dug all 
across the land...

ISAAC
I’m not my father.

REBEKAH
I need you to be here with me.

ISAAC
I am. I’m right here with you, 
always.

REBEKAH
Thank you.

ISAAC 
(muttering)

As soon as I come back from my 
trip.

REBEKAH
Excuse me?

ISAAC
Just a small trip to Gerar to talk 
to the king about this famine, see 
if he can spare some supplies to 
get us through the month. 
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Nothing to worry about, I’ll be 
back before you can say, “endless 
starvation.”

REBEKAH
Send a servant to go. That’s why 
you pay them.

ISAAC
Send a servant to meet with the 
king? I don’t think so. Abimelech 
always had a grudge against Dad, I 
can’t imagine what he’d think if I 
snubbed him like that. Would 
probably send the royal guards to 
wipe us all out. They’ve got 
training now, you know.

Rebekah takes out a suitcase and begins throwing clothes into 
it.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
What are you doing?

REBEKAH
Well, I’m coming with you, of 
course.

ISAAC
Y-you don’t need to. It’s just a 
small trip.

REBEKAH
Then there won’t be any problem 
with your wife tagging along, will 
there? Unless there’s something 
that you don’t want me knowing 
about? Something related to a 
certain clear liquid?

ISAAC
It’s for a famine, not a drought. 
I’m going to ask for food, nothing 
more.

REBEKAH
Good. I’ll go get the camels ready.

Rebekah exits. Isaac waits until he hears her leave the house 
and then springs up and rushes to the sink. He SLAMS the 
faucet on and dunks his head into the water, slurping 
greedily.
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VOICE (OFF SCREEN)
You really should use a cup.

Isaac JUMPS and strikes a KUNG-FU action pose, his eyes 
darting around wildly.

ISAAC
This isn’t what it looks like!

Isaac notices a HOLY LIGHT filling up the room. He flicks the 
light switch up and down, but it doesn’t do anything.

GOD
Relax, it’s just me.

ISAAC
God?

GOD
No, I’m the other disembodied voice 
with a penchant of talking to your 
family. For fuck’s sake, put your 
arms down. I’m a gold belt in 
karate, you wouldn’t stand a 
chance.

ISAAC
What are you doing here?

GOD
Technically, I’m everywhere.

ISAAC
You must be a riot at parties.

GOD
You should see the ones people have 
thrown in my name. Anyway, with 
Abraham kaput, there’s some minor 
bookkeeping we need to talk about. 
Did he ever talk about the promise 
I made with him?

ISAAC
He was always a bit cagey about the 
whole God thing.

GOD
I’ll keep it short. We had this 
good thing goin’ on. I promised him 
that his seed would multiply like 
the stars in the sky and in return 
he promised to do everything I 
commanded, no questions asked. 
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As the only kid of his that he 
actually sort of liked, I’d like to 
pass on that offer to you.

ISAAC
That doesn’t seem like a very fair 
bargain.

GOD
Your dad wasn’t very good at 
negotiating.

ISAAC
Well, I hate to break it to you, 
but I’m not my dad.

GOD
No, he could at least hold his 
water. Speaking of which, it’s not 
very nice of you to lie to Rebekah 
like that.

ISAAC
I’m not doing anything wrong. Just 
following up on a little tip.

GOD
You know, your dad’s schemes always 
seemed innocent, but tended to piss 
people off. As they say, the 
pomegranate doesn’t fall far from 
the tree.

ISAAC
Then I’ll just need to watch my 
head.

EXT. GERAR - MORNING

Isaac and Rebekah walk through the marketplace, stopping at 
various stalls. Signs of the famine are evident; many FOOD 
VENDORS have been forced to close, and BEGGARS line the 
streets hoping for a small handout, anything to keep them 
going one day longer. The city has managed to survive, it’s 
clear that the months ahead will be difficult.

ISAAC
Stick close to me, lots of riff-
raff in these parts.

REBEKAH
Isaac, we’ll be fine.
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ISAAC
I just want to keep you safe. 
Famine makes people do crazy 
things. I’ve heard rumors of men 
attacking married couples out of 
jealousy.

He snaps his fingers.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
I’ve got a great idea. Let’s 
pretend you’re my sister.

REBEKAH
Isaac, shh! Wait until we’re home 
to talk about that kind of stuff.

ISAAC
No, I mean, we should do it right 
now.

REBEKAH
Here? In public? With all these 
people watching?

ISAAC
Of course, that’s the whole point.

REBEKAH
I didn’t know you were into that 
sort of thing.

ISAAC
Well, Dad did it all the time.

REBEKAH
I had no idea!

ISAAC
Yeah, I think the Pharaoh was even 
involved once.

REBEKAH
The Pharaoh? Wait, what are you 
talking about?

ISAAC
Pretending we’re siblings so that 
we don’t get attacked. What are you 
talking about?

Rebekah blushes.
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REBEKAH
Nothing. No, that- that sounds 
good. Yeah, we have to be safe. 
Look, are those bananas? How 
exotic!

Rebekah hurries off to another part of the market. As she 
picks through some of the (rather limited) food on display, 
she reaches for a banana at the same time as a MAN IN THE 
CROWD, their hands touching briefly.

MAN IN THE CROWD
Oh, I apologize profusely, madam. 
By all means, please go ahead and-

He pauses, awe-struck at her beauty. It’s none other than 
ABIMELECH, KING OF GERAR.

ABIMELECH
...grab my banana.

REBEKAH
I’m sorry?

ABIMELECH
I don’t believe I’ve seen you in 
these parts before. Surely I would 
have remembered such a striking 
face as yours. But I’m being 
impolite, allow me to introduce 
myself. I am Abimelech, king of 
this city.

He bends down and kisses her hand.

ABIMELECH (CONT’D)
If there is anything I can do to 
make your stay more accommodating, 
then please don’t hesitate to let 
me know posthaste.

REBEKAH
Actually, you’re just the man we’ve 
been looking for!

ABIMELECH
We?

REBEKAH
Me and my husb-brother.

ABIMELECH
Your what?
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REBEKAH

My brother. Uh, we’re twins. He 
wanted to talk to you about 
supplies due to the famine.

ABIMELECH
Well, I can hardly stand by while a 
beautiful woman such as yourself 
requires my assistance. Lead me to 
this brother of yours.

They walk over to Isaac, who is haggling with another 
merchant.

REBEKAH
Isaac! Look who I found!

ABIMELECH
(to Rebekah) You know, I have quite 
the stores of food up in my palace. 
Perhaps, if you wanted to stay the 
night, we could enjoy some dinner 
as well as each other’s company-

Isaac turns around.

ABIMELECH (CONT’D)
You!

ISAAC
Me?

REBEKAH
Are you okay? You look like you’ve 
seen a ghost.

ABIMELECH
I’d recognize that pale visage 
anywhere! Abraham, back from beyond 
the grave to torment me, are you? 
Was ruining my life while you were 
alive not enough?

ISAAC
I’m not-I’m not Abraham! He’s my 
dad. We’re nothing alike.

ABIMELECH
(cautiously) I see. That’s...good 
to know. In that case, perhaps we 
can let bygones be bygones. In 
fact, I was just talking to your 
sister and-
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Abimelech pauses. He looks between the two of them.

ABIMELECH (CONT’D)
You know, for siblings you look 
nothing alike.

REBEKAH
I was adopted.

ABIMELECH
I thought you said you were twins.

REBEKAH
Did I? I meant, uh-

ISAAC
We’re just so close that people say 
we might as well be twins, isn’t 
that right, honey?

ABIMELECH
You call your sister “honey”?

REBEKAH
It’s, uh, it’s my favorite food. I 
just eat so much honey all the time 
that, you know, the name ‘stuck’, 
heh heh...Just can’t get enough of 
the stuff.

ABIMELECH
I see. I guess that makes sense.

A PASSING FRIEND sees Isaac and Rebekah and yells across the 
market at them.

PASSING FRIEND
Hey! Isaac! Rebekah! Wow, it’s so 
great seeing you two! How long has 
it been? Probably since your 
wedding, eh? I gotta say, you’re my 
favorite husband and wife couple in 
all the Middle East! Keep at it you 
lovebirds!

The passing friend exits. Abimelech glares at Isaac and 
Rebekah.

ISAAC
I have no idea who that person was.

9.



EXT. OUTSIDE GERAR - AFTERNOON

Isaac and Rebekah are roughly escorted outside of Gerar by 
the king’s guards.

GUARD
And stay out!

The guard angrily lowers the gate to the city. It takes a 
while, which kind of lessens the impact.

REBEKAH
Great plan, honey.

ISAAC
I didn’t think he’d kick us out.

Suddenly, a MESSENGER runs up to them.

MESSENGER
Are you Isaac, son of Abraham?

ISAAC
Yes, although it seems to be 
causing me a fair share of trouble 
today.

MESSENGER
I have urgent word from your home. 
It seems that your son Esau has 
gotten engaged.

ISAAC
My god, that’s fantastic! Who’s the 
lucky lady?

MESSENGER
Ladies.

ISAAC
Pardon?

MESSENGER
Two of them, sir. Judith and 
Bashemath, both Hittites. 

ISAAC
Oh for fuck’s sake.

REBEKAH
That idiot. We need to go home 
immediately before they start 
spreading incense and idols all 
over the place.
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ISAAC
You go home, I still need to finish 
up business here.

REBEKAH
Are you sure?

ISAAC
Of course, I’ll come back as soon 
as I can.

REBEKAH
Okay, that works. I love you.

ISAAC
I love you too. See you soon.

Rebekah exits with her caravan.

MESSENGER
Forgetting something?

Isaac tips the messenger.

ISAAC
Good work, kid. That was easier 
than expected.

Isaac rubs his hands together.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
Now, the real work begins.

EXT. DESERT VALLEY - NEXT DAY

Isaac stands before a group of laborers. He wipes his brow 
under the hot sun.

ISAAC
Alright, men. You may be wondering 
why I’ve called you out into the 
middle of a barren desert on the 
hottest day of the year. You may 
also be wondering why I’ve asked 
you all to bring pitchforks and 
shovels but no other building 
materials. Finally, you may be 
wondering why I am, and why you 
should be listening to me in the 
first place.
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WORKER ONE
Hey, he’s right, I have been 
wondering all of those things!

ISAAC
To explain all of that, I need to 
begin with a story.

The men look anxiously at one another.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
My father was a man of many 
secrets. He liked to keep his cards 
played close to his chest, so to 
speak. And while he left a great 
and powerful legacy, there is still 
much he has hidden away. Recently, 
I learned of a series of wells he 
dug across the desert. Wells that 
still contain water to this day. 
Unfortunately, with that news came 
the startling revelation that those 
hateful Philistines filled them all 
up after his death, probably just 
to be royal douchebags. Men, I tell 
you, today is the day we break down 
those barriers and reclaim my 
father’s wells. Together, we shall 
taste the seat nectar hidden 
beneath the rubble! Are you with 
me?! 

The men shrug.

WORKER TWO
I mean, there are lots of other 
wells that are still readily 
accessible. Can’t you just drink 
from one of those?

Isaac laughs.

ISAAC
Oh, you poor naive fool. Yes, I 
could drink the water from any of 
the hundreds of wells dotting the 
land, but none of those contain the 
key element that sets all of my 
father’s wells apart...

The mean lean in anxiously.
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ISAAC (CONT’D)
Love. The water pulled from a well 
built with love is said to have the 
most delicious taste of all.

WORKER TWO
(muttering) It’s just water...

ISAAC
Ok, you know what? You don’t get 
any love water. You’re fired. Go 
on, out you go.

Worker Two shrugs and exits.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
As for the rest of you...let me ask 
you, are you ready to work for the 
GLORY OF WATER?

The men look back at him in silence.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
Ok, fine, I’ll pay you all a 
fuckton too.

The men cheer.

INT. ABIMELECH’S PALACE - AFTERNOON

AHUZZATH
We have a problem.

Abimelech looks up from within his royal bubblebath.

ABIMELECH
Oh dear, the captain of the guards 
got his head stuck in the stair 
banister again?

AHUZZATH
Yes, but that’s not what I’m 
referring to. It seems that there’s 
been a roving band of construction 
works traveling across the desert 
and trying to dig up wells on other 
peoples’ property. They just sneak 
in during the middle of the night 
and start shoveling rocks with 
reckless abandon.
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ABIMELECH
That’s horrible! But what does that 
have to do with us? That’s not our 
land.

AHUZZATH
The leader of this rowdy bunch is 
none other than Isaac, son of your 
eternal rival Abraham.

ABIMELECH
Isaac! That rapscallion! I’ve had 
the unfortunate experience of 
meeting him once already. I could 
tell from the moment our eyes met 
that he would be just as bothersome 
as his father.

AHUZZATH
He tricked you with the whole 
wife/sister thing, didn’t he?

ABIMELECH
What? No. I saw through that 
immediately.

AHUZZATH
Okay.

ABIMELECH
I did.

AHUZZATH
No, no. I believe you.

ABIMELECH
It just, it doesn’t sound like you-

AHUZZATH
The wells.

ABIMELECH
Yes, the wells! He no doubt has 
some nefarious plan with them.

AHUZZATH
Word on the street is that Isaac is 
practically obsessed with digging 
up more and more wells. If someone 
doesn’t confront him, he might soon 
control all the wells in the land.
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ABIMELECH
Thus giving him more power than one 
man should ever hold.

Abimelech stands up from his bath and poses fiercely.

ABIMELECH (CONT’D)
Ahuzzath! Go fetch my guards. 
Tonight, we march.

AHUZZATH
What about the captain?

ABIMELECH
Ah, yes. Ahuzzath! Go fetch the 
local woodsmith and have him 
dismantle my stair banister. THEN, 
tonight, we march!

EXT. DESERT VALLEY - NIGHT

Isaac and his workers sit on the side of the road, their 
hands in their heads.

ISAAC
I just don’t get it. No one will 
let us use their wells.

WORKER ONE
It’s their property.

ISAAC
But my father’s wells! That sweet, 
sweet nectar is just waiting there, 
calling out, “Isaac! Drink me! 
Drink me!” And I’m so close, but so 
far away!

WORKER ONE
Sure, the only things stopping us 
are angry farmers, desert bandits 
and dozens of feet of loose stone 
and gravel.

ISAAC
Exactly! It should be so easy!

Worker Two runs up to them.

WORKER TWO
Hey! The king is coming! He’s been 
spotted just over the horizon.
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ISAAC
Hmm, I wonder if he’s come to 
apologize for kicking me out.

WORKER TWO
He’s with a phalanx of guards and 
his chief captain. 

ISAAC
Or not.

Abimelech and his caravan pull up along the road. As the 
worker claimed, there is quite a number of guards. It’s very 
impressive.

ABIMELECH
Isaac! Still causing more trouble, 
are you?

ISAAC
I just want some water, that’s not 
too much to ask.

ABIMELECH
I know your type, always claiming 
to want one thing but secretly 
aiming for something else. We all 
know this isn’t about the water! 
It’s about power, isn’t it?!

ISAAC
No, I really just want the water.

ABIMELECH
Enough. No one goes to this much 
trouble just for some water. Juice, 
maybe. I’ve seen men do 
things...horrible things...just for 
some juice. But water? Hah! Guards, 
take him away!

At that moment, ANOTHER WORKER runs up.

WORKER THREE
Good news! We did it! We found a 
well that wasn’t on anyone’s 
property.

ISAAC
And it’s one of my fathers?
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WORKER THREE
Someone scratched some writing on 
the side that says “Abraham wuz 
here”.

ISAAC
Then that’s undoubtably his.

Isaac turns to Abimelech.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
Come with me. One sip of this water 
and everything will make sense.

ABIMELECH
I’d rather not. My guards didn’t 
come all this way just to leave 
empty handed.

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
Actually, all that time stuck in 
the stair banister did make me a 
bit parched. I wouldn’t mind a tiny 
sip.

ABIMELECH
(whispering) We have water at home.

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
(whispering) Yes, but I’m thirsty 
now.

ABIMELECH
Fine! Fine! Isaac, it seems that 
fortune has smiled its radiant rays 
on you this time. We shall travel 
with you to see this well of yours 
and I shall personally judge 
whether this water is worth all the 
chaos you’ve caused!

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
Ok, but I still want some too.

ABIMELECH
I swear to god, I don’t know why I 
hired you.

EXT. ABRAHAM’S WELL - NIGHT

The whole gang stands around a small well that has recently 
been excavated. Isaac slowly lowers down a bucket and pulls 
up CRYSTAL CLEAR WATER.
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ABIMELECH
Give me that!

Abimelech snatches the bucket and takes a hesitant sip. 
Everyone leans in, eager to see his reaction. A moment 
passes.

ABIMELECH (CONT’D)
This is...

ISAAC
Yes?

ABIMELECH
This is...

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
How is it?

ABIMELECH
Yup, that’s water.

ISAAC
What? Let me see.

Isaac takes the bucket and drinks.

ISAAC (CONT’D)
Oh. Huh. Yeah, that’s...that’s not 
very good. And I consider myself a 
connoisseur. 

WORKER ONE
It has been sitting there for years 
covered by dirt.

WORKER TWO
We had to remove a lot of spider 
eggs.

Stunned, Isaac walks off alone and stares up at the sky.

ISAAC
All this time, I thought I knew 
what I was looking for...but now 
that I’ve found it, it hardly seems 
worth it. I’ve loved water for so 
long, but I never realized it could 
disappoint me so much.

Abimelech comes up to him.
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ABIMELECH
I hate to say it, but perhaps I 
empathise a bit. After all, I’ve 
spent the last years of my life 
chasing after women who all ended 
up being out of my grasp. Perhaps 
you and I are just a pair of two 
fools.

ISAAC
I guess drinking water will never 
be as truly enjoyable as it once 
was. At least Rebekah will be happy 
my addiction has been cured.

ABIMELECH
What say we celebrate by drinking 
ourselves completely and horribly  
unconscious with some of the royal 
wine? I find it’s a great way to 
forget all of life’s 
disappointments.

ISAAC
Sure, that doesn’t sound 
problematic at all!

They clink glasses.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Isaac JOLTS awake, his face covered in sand. His clothes are 
ragged and his hair unkempt. He looks like he spent the whole 
night partying in the desert wilderness, which, of course, he 
has.

He looks around at all the others, still sleeping so 
peacefully. He might have not found the water of his dreams, 
but perhaps, perhaps he has found something more valuable. 
New friends.

He writes a small note and places it near Abimelech, who has 
somehow ended up spooning with the captain of the guard. 
Quietly, Isaac packs up his stuff and starts to leave.

We ZOOM IN to the note, which reads:

“I forgot that I don’t have any money on me. I promised these 
guys a whole bunch of money, but you’re good for that, right? 
I’ll buy you dinner next time you stop by. Thanks bud, 
Isaac.”

Isaac pauses and takes out his canteen. 
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ISAAC
I won’t be needing this anymore.

He pours the rest of his water out onto the boiling desert 
sand, shields his eyes from the burning sun and begins the 
multi-day journey home.

FADE TO BLACK.
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